Are Th17 cells in the gut pathogenic or protective?
Th17 cells are abundant in multiple chronic inflammatory and autoimmune diseases. Clinical trials with antibodies to interleukin (IL)-17A, one of the Th17-cell signature cytokines, have recently reported therapeutic benefit in multiple patient populations; however, in Crohn's disease the role of Th17 cells and IL-17A appears to be more complicated. The development of different subsets of Th17 cells and their relative pathogenic activities with a focus on the gut environment will be discussed.